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by ordinary people be distinguished from one another as belonging to the fields of art and politics, but which to Morris himself, to whom both art and politics, except in so far as they bore direCtly on life, were alike meaningless, only represented two distinCt points at which the defence of life against barbarism could be carried on. One of these movements he originated, or at least put into aCtive existence, by the formation of the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. The other he aided with all his power by work and money spent in the service of the Eastern Question Association. The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings has had a long, a quiet, and npt a useless life: and has, direCtly or indirectly, saved many remnants of the native art of England from destruction. The Eastern Question Association was formed to meet a passing political crisis and broke up when its objeCt had ceased. But from Morris's work on the former grew the whole of his later activity as a lecfturer and instructor in the principles of art, and as founder and leader of a guild of craftsmen who exist now as the permanent result of his influence. From his work on the latter was developed, by a process of which every step can be clearly traced, his conversion to a definite and dogmatic Socialism.
The destruction of ancient buildings which, throughout the whole of Morris's life, he had seen going on almost unchecked, whether from mere careless barbarism or under the more specious and ruinous pretext of restoration, had been a thing against which it seemed hopeless for any one to fight. It had hitherto been attacked only in isolated instances, by individuals, without any clear statement of principle or any certainty of continuous aCtion. It could only be combated with any hope of success through some permanent and organized body, to whose representations some attention wouldly against it at every step. What a glorious outcome of the worship of Courage these stories are."               J
